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;/ GOLODNAYA STEPPE DEVELOPMENT PROGRESSES

For centuries, the huge, dry, uninhabited area of the Bet-Pak-Dala Desert
(Golodnaya Steppe), measuring millions of hectares; was unknown and inaccessible

to agriculture.

Even the waters of the rapidly flowing Chu River, upon entering the desert,
diffuse and subsequently evaporate. The steppe is green only in the spring. BY
May, &ll the grass dries up and the steppe again becomes gray and lifeless.

A huge cotton sovkhoz, pakhta-Aral, which was set up in the Golodnaye Steppe
in 1924 - 1925, now has & sowing srea of about 10 ,000 hectares, 5 ,000 hectares of
which are used for cotton growing. Horticulture and viticulture are developing.
It has been found that the steppe hes fertile land masses measuring 200,000,
300,000, and 500,000 hectares.

. Following the establishment of the Pakhta-Aral- sovkhoz, kolkhoz workers of
South Kazgkhstan and Kzyl-Orda oblasis came to work in the steppe. They are con-
structing irrigation cansls, plowing virgin soil, cultivating orchards end vine-
yards, and bullding many new settlements. During the past years, thouseands of
Tamilies of kolkhoz workers of Kazakhstan have moved to the new sreas. Two new
rayons, I1'yich and Kirov, have been set up. Kolkhoz workers of these rayons
have reciaimed over 100,000 hectares of degert land. Lerge crops of cotton,
wheat, and fruits are being harvested from the nev land. In Bostandykbkly Reyon,
kolkhoz workers are experimenting with raising citrus fruits and tea. The Aral *
desert areu is also undergoing changes. It now produces roses, asters, tulips,
raspberries, currants, gooseberries, and various kinds of vegetebles.

Many improvements and experiments have been mede in the steppe. Kolkhoz'
workers of ¥zyl-Orda Oblast are erecting a large dem on the Syr-Dar'ya River
which will aid in irrigating over 50,000 hectares of desert land. When planting
was first begun in the northern and eastern oblasts of Kazakhstan, pleants died
from the wind and severe frosts, but gradually new and herdy varieties have been
developed which are not harmed by'the weather. Amorig them are gray anise,
striped anise, Alma-Ata apple (aport), and the Leenaya Krasavitsa (forest beau-

o ties) variety of grapes. At present, 1l varieties of grepes are.grown in the
ﬁ:&‘} Balkhach area. ‘ :
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Scientific workers of Balkhaeh are going ahead in their work. Successful
experiments in growing early vegetables have been compieted in botanical gar-
dens. By 1 May, Balkhash had new cucumbers, and in June, young potatoes and
early cabbage. Other valuable industrial crops, including sugar beets, rubber
plante, tobacco, and hemp, and oleaginous and medicinal crops are railsed. Plant-
ing of cotton, rice, millet, potatoes, and vegetables has expanded considerably.

In accordance with the Stalin Five-Year Plan, kolkhoz peasants and scien-
tific workers have done much work in reclalming lend. In 1949, tree and orchard
planting was carried on in 1,732 kolkhozes. Kolkhoz workers have completed spe-
cial courses in agronowmy.

The results of work during 1949 are very good. Over 5,000 hectares of
forest zones have now been planted in the deserts, steppes, and fields of the
republic's kolkhozes. Kolkhozes of Western Kezekhsten Oblast have considerably
exceeded their plan for fall plenting and have successfully prepared the lend
for spring tree planting.
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